Master of Arts in Transformational Urban Leadership (MATUL) Program

TUL550: Service to the Marginalized (3 units)

I.  Course Description

This course guides students in understanding the conditions of marginalized populations (e.g. street children, substance users, and commercial sex workers) and in formulating a theology and strategy for team-based responses that aim to free individuals and change structural causes.

II.  Relationship to rest of program

This course facilitates students’ in-depth involvement with one or more organizational structures and marginalized populations within their host community. It provides a critical learning structure for integrating conceptual knowledge with first-hand experience with community pain.

III.  Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course students will be expected to

Cognitive (“Head”)

1.1 Define vulnerability and marginality in relation to commercial sex workers, street children, and substance abusers in global contexts and in the host community.

1.2 Summarize the teaching of the Bible and Christian tradition on the Church’s obligations toward the most vulnerable human populations (“the last, the least, and the lost”).   
1.3 Relate biblical/theological explanations for marginalization and powerlessness to key theoretical frameworks/perspectives, trending data, and specific cases in the host community.

1.4 Investigate the impact of past experiences and present lifestyle on vulnerability.

1.5 Critically assess the effect of different human systems (individuals, families, groups, organizations and communities) on the condition of marginalized persons. 

1.6 Describe and assess the way malfunctioning urban systems (e.g. family, housing, education, health, environment) impact the lives of marginal populations in the host community.

1.7 Analyze the impact of private (NGO) and government-sponsored intervention policies and programs operating among marginalized women or children in the host community. 

1.8 Describe a distinctively Christian approach to understanding, responding to, and evaluating the appropriateness of outreach to a particular marginalized population.

1.9 Demonstrate familiarity with the international, regional and national policies in place to address some of the most difficult challenges facing marginal groups. 

2.  Affective (“Heart”):

2.1 Demonstrate a willingness to recognize and combat stereotypes, myths, and discriminatory attitudes and practices toward marginalized women and children. 

2.2 
Demonstrate a willingness to reflect on the impact of one’s new experiences among marginalized populations in terms of the assumptions previously used to make sense out of their reality.

2.2 Establish an empathetic bond with several members of a marginalized group (street children, substance abusers, sex workers). 
3.  Practice (“Hands”) 

3.1 Demonstrate skills in creating a helping environment through one’s internship marked by respect and care.

3.2 Demonstrate familiarity with participatory research methods used in understanding the lives of marginalized populations and in identifying the assets that might best serve them. 

3.3 Demonstrate the ability to create team strategies to advocating on behalf of the social, political, legal, and economic rights of marginalized groups.

3.4 Demonstrate advocacy skills in working with a client population through a community internship.

IV.  Proposed Activities

1. Women and the web of relations
Students read several chapters of Global Woman which introduces them to women and families whose lives and labors are “caught in a web of global economic relations.” Using these women's stories, students discuss some of the ways that gender, race, class, and global political economy are interwoven into the family life, work, child-rearing, life courses and life chances of adult women in the slums. Reference Global Woman throughout. Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6 
 2. Debate: Sex work and power: choice or coercion? 

Students will be assigned positions in relation to question of whether prostitution should be officially legitimated as “sex work” or criminalized as deviant and exploitative. Arguments should be drawn from the following sources:

· Christine Overall, "What's Wrong with Prostitution? Evaluating Sex Work." Signs. Vol. 17, no. 4, Summer 1992. 705-724

· Priscilla Alexander, "Feminism, Sex Workers, and Human Rights." in Jill Nagle, ed., Whores and Other Feminists. New York: Routledge. 1997.

· Coalition Against Trafficking in Women, "Sex: From Intimacy to 'sexual labor' or Is it a human right to prostitute?"

· Lillian Robinsons, "Touring Thailand's Sex Industry "in Rosemary Hennessy and Chrys Ingraham, eds., Materialist Feminism. New York: Routledge. 1997.

· Denise Brennan, "Selling Sex for Visas: Sex Tourism as a Stepping-stone to International Migration" in Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hoschild, Global Women.  New York: Metropolitan Books. 2002.

· Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/e1cedaw.htm 

· Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/33.htm 
· Otchet, A. (1998). "Should prostitution be legal?," in The UNESCO Courier, found at http://www.unesco.org/courier/1998_12/uk/ethique/txt1.htm 

Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 1.6
3. Women in sex industry. 

In a two-part paper, discuss issues related to the local sex industry. The first part will be a 3-4 page human rights analysis of issues related to women’s roles in the sex industry. The second part of the paper will be a 2-3 page memo to a policymaker of the local government(s) making recommendations for policy action. Reference course materials throughout. Supports outcomes 1.7, 1.8, 1.9
4. Debate: Child labor or child work? 

Students will be assigned positions in relation to question of whether child labor is an economic necessity that should be regulated and or a form of exploitation and harm that should be officially outlawed. Arguments should be drawn from the following sources:

· International Labor Organization (ILO) on pro and con arguments:


http://www.ilo.org/ipec/index.htm
· ILO Convention No. 182 at: http://www.un.org/children/conflict/keydocuments/english/iloconvention1828.html
· Senser, Robert A. (1993).  Outlawing the crime of child slavery.  Freedom Review.  Pg. 29-35.

· Wasserman, Miriam (2000).  Eliminating child labor.  Regional Review. 10 (2), pg. 8-20.

· Seabrook, Jeremy (2001). Third World Child Workers: the Shifting Debate, Race and Class 42(2), pg. 80-89.

· Henne, K. & Moseley, D. (2005). Combating the worst forms of child labor in Bolivia. Human Rights: Journal of the Section of Individual Rights & Responsibilties. 32(1), 12-15.

Support outcomes 1.5, 1.7, 1.12
5. Community project proposal

Students identify a marginalized or vulnerable group in their host community and conduct at least four (4) interviews, including at least one with a key informant (someone who knows the population) and at least two persons representing the particular group. Students formulate interview guides based on ideas from the course materials. They may work in teams for this project, but each student must conduct at least four interviews. Students are also expected to complete online training in human subjects [http://cme.cancer.gov/clinicaltrials/learning/humanparticipant-protections.asp ] and turn in a certificate of completion for this training with their project proposal. Guidelines for the proposal will be distributed in class but must integrate a Christian service rationale, extensive reference to course readings, interview data, and an intervention or service strategy. Supports outcomes 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.2, 3.3
V.  Components of Final Grade:

	Assignment
	Weight/ Points

	1.   Assignment 1. Women and the web of relations.


	20%

20 pts.

	2.   Assignment 2. Debate: Sex Work and Power: Choice or Coercion?
	15%

15 pts.

	3.   Assignment 3. Women in sex industry. 
	20%

10 pts.

	4.
Assignment 4. Debate: Child Labor or Child Work?

	15%

15 pts.

	5.  Assignment 5. Community project proposal

	30%

30 pts.

	Total:
	100 pts.


Course grade calculated on a 100-point scale as follows: 

100-90 points (A);  89-80 points (B);  79-70 points (C); 69-60 pts (D)

VI.  Proposed Textbooks:

Required

· Couture, P. (2000). Seeing children, seeing God: A practical theology. Abingdon Press. 

· Ehrenreich, B., & Hochschild, A. R. (2004). Global woman: nannies, maids, and sex workers in the new economy. Owl Books.
· Farley, M. E. (2003). Prostitution, trafficking and traumatic stress. Haworth Press.


· Ennew, J., & Milne, B. (1989). The next generation: Lives of third world children. London: Zed Books.
· Batstone, D. (2007). Not for sale: the return of the global slave trade--and how we can fight it. Harper. 

Recommended 

· Bales, K. (2006). Disposable people: New slavery in the global economy. University of California Press.
· Bales, K. Ending slavery: How we free today's slaves. University of California Press.
· Anderson, J. (2001). Restoring children of the streets. Manila: Action International Ministries. (Available as a free download at: http://www.actionintl.org/action/component/option,com_docman/task,cat_view/gid,67/ . Also available on the www.encarnacao.rg/MATUL website.)

· Pullinger, J. & Quicke, A. (2007). Chasing the dragon. Ventura, CA: Regal Books.

VII.  Instructor’s/Library’s Bookshelf (key reference materials for purchase)

· Alcoholics Anonymous. (2007). (Available on-line a: http://www.aa.org). 

· Coalition against Trafficking in Women and Children. (2007). (Available on-line at: http://www.catwinternational.org/)

· Consortium for Street Children. (2007). (Available on-line at: http://www.streetchildren.org.uk/).

· Dyrness, G. (n.d.) How Religion Inspires Community Based Actions That Serve Homeless and Street-Living Children: A comparative study of faith-based organizations in the cities of Mumbai, Nairobi, and Los Angeles. University of Southern California.

· Kangaspunta, K. (2003). Mapping the inhuman trade: Preliminary findings of the database on trafficking in human beings. Forum on Crime and Society, 3(1 & 2), 81-103.

· Kilbourn, P. (2007). Street children, (module 2). Curriculum: Offering healing and hope for children in crisis. (Available on-line at: http://www.rainbowsofhope.org/resources/training/index.php). 

· New Internationalist. (2005). Street children edition. New Internationalist, 377. 

· Omelaniuk, I. (2005). Trafficking in human beings. New York: United Nations Secretariat.


· Panter-Brick, C. (2002, October). Street children, human rights, and public health: A critique and future direction. Annual Review of Anthropology, 31, 147-171. 

· Pavement Project. (2007). (Available on-line at: http://www.pavementproject.org).

· Somerset, C. (2001). What the professionals know: The trafficking of children into and through, the U.K. for sexual purposes. UK: ECPAT. (Available on-line at:
 www.antislavery.org/homepage/resources/children.pdf).

· United Nations. (2007). Trafficking in human beings. Women Watch Directory. (Available on-line at: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/asp/user/index.html). 

· United Nations. (2007). Women watch: United Nations inter-agency network on women and gender equality. (Available on-line at: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/).

· UNICEF. (2004). The state of the world’s children. (Available on-line at: http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_18108.html).

· United Nations. (2007). United Nations global programme against trafficking in human beings. (Available on-line at: http://www.unodc.org/unodc/trafficking_human_beings.html).

· Viva Network Site. (2007). (Available on-line at: http://www.viva.org/).
VIII.  Outline of Topics:

Introduction

· The global scene: vulnerable populations in the world’s cities
· The local scene: groups at the centre and periphery 
· Biblical foundations for care
· Population profiles: sex workers, street children, substance abusers
Commercial Sex Workers

· Orientation to fieldwork: ownership, vision, doing research, documenting and reporting, accountability
· Sexual labor: theorizing prostitution

· Prostitution and male supremacy

· Sex work and power: choice or coercion?


Street and Homeless Children 

· A child rights perspective: strengths and limitations

· Overview of central actors: agencies and missions

· The slum child's experience 

· Child labor or child work?

· Ethics of involvement

· Refugee, unaccompanied and internally-displaced children
Orphaned and abandoned children

· Institutionalized children

Substance Abusers
· Intervention strategies for the alcoholic and drug addict (special focus on 12-step programs) 

Project Proposal Development

· Models of NGO-based outreach (including the orphanage debate)
· Networking with community individuals and organizations

· Client counseling and protection: e.g. Pavement Project resources
· Intervention strategies for marginalized groups
· Worker burnout and sustaining structures
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